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not yet fully completed, the records of the Medical Department contain (30,000) 
thirty thousand special reports of the more important, forms of surgical injuries, 
of disease, and of operations. These reports, with statistical data, and a patho¬ 
logical collection numbering (7630) seven thousand six hundred and thirty 
specimens, furnish a mass of valuable information, which is being rapidly 
arranged and tabulated as a Medical and Surgical History of the War tor the 
publication of the first volumes of which an appropriation will be asked. 

“ In this connection, and as illustrating more in detail the importance ot this 
work, the Army Medical Museum assumes the highest value. By its array ot 
indisputable facts, supported and enriched by full reports, it supplies instruction 
otherwise unattainable, and preserves for future application the dearly bought 
experience of four years of war. Apart from its great usefulness it is also an 
honourable record of the skill and services of those medical officers whose 
contributions constitute its value, and whose incentive to these sell-imposed 
labours has been the desire to elevate their profession., A small appropriation 
has been asked to continue and extend this collection. * * 

“In nearly all sections of the country the health of the troops has been tully 
equal to that of the preceding years, though military movements of unpre¬ 
cedented magnitude have been pushed to successful termination without regard 
to seasons. An epidemic of yellow fever prevailed at Newbern, N. C., in Sep¬ 
tember, October, and November, 1864, causing (378) two hundred and seventy- 
eight deaths among the troops stationed there, of whom (571) five hundred and 
seventy-one were attacked. The released or exchanged prisoners arriving at 
Wilmington, N. 0., from rebel prisons, suffered from an epidemic of typhoid 
fever which, however, was arrested by strict attention to hygienic rules and 
prompt transfer to northern hospitals. With these exceptions no serious epi¬ 
demics have appeared, and it is interesting to note that quarantine regulations 
strictly enforced by military authority, have proven, during the occupation ot 
southern seaports and cities by our troops, to be an absolute protection against 
the importation of contagious or infectious diseases. In view of the appro- 
hensions entertained in regard to the Asiatic Cholera, now devastating the 
shores of the Mediterranean, this becomes a significant fact.” 

The Surgeon-General bears the following geBerous testimony to the honour¬ 
able manner in which our professional brethren performed their duties. 

“ In conclusion, I desire to bear testimony to the ability, courage, and zeal 
manifested throughout the war by the Officers of the Medical Department under 
all circumstances and upon all occasions. With hardly an exception they have 
been actuated by the highest motives of national and professional pride, and 
the number who have been killed and wounded bears most honourable testimony 
to their devotion to duty on the field of battle. 

“To the Medical Directors of Armies in the Field and of Military Geographi¬ 
cal Departments, especial praise is due for the successful execution ot their 
arduous and responsible duties.” 


Art. XXVIII.— The Student’s Book of Cutaneous Medicine and Diseases of 
the Skin. By Erasmus Wilson, F. K. S. 8vo. pp. 445. New York, 1865 : 
W. Wood & Co. 

The larger work of Mr. Wilson upon diseases of the skin has been pronounced 
to be far more scientific and practical than any that had previously appeared. 
We have, unquestionably, other valuable treatises on the cutaneous maladies, 
but compared with that referred to, they are far inferior as a safe and intelli- 
gent guide to the classification, diagnosis, and treatment of these diseases. In 
the volume before us Mr. Wilson has endeavoured to supply a want long felt in- 
medical literature—a reliable manual of dermatology for the especial use of the- 
student—sufficiently elementary, and at the same time sufficiently clear and 
accurate to serve as a faithful guide to the study of the more complete and 
elaborate systematic treatises upon this most important branch of medicine. 
The author having, in the preparation of the work before us, brought to the 
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task the personal experience of years devoted to a careful and cautious study of 
cutaneous diseases, with a view to determine the soundest principles in respect 
to their pathology, and the most correct and successful plans for their eradica^ 
tion, is a sufficient guarantee for its satisfactory accomplishment. 

For the legitimate purposes of a manual of cutaneous maladies, we know of 
no work superior to that before us. The author has succeeded in disembarrass¬ 
ing the entire subject of much, if not all the confusion into which it has been for 
so long a period involved. In all his teachings he is clear and definite-—whether 
in his descriptions of the symptoms peculiar to each form of cutaneous disease, 
its progress, its pathology, or its proper treatment as derived from the results 
of clinical experience. His teachings are given, it is true, in bold outline; an 
outline, however, that may be readily filled up by a more extended course of 
study, either in the monographs or treatises for which we are indebted to those 
who have devoted themselves for many years to the investigation of the pathology 
and therapeutics of the skin, or from clinical lectures especially devoted to an 
elucidation of these subjects. 

Unfortunately, dermatology has been, heretofore, treated as a speciality, apart 
from the scope of medicine proper; it is in consequence of this, that so little 
accurate knowledge is to be met with among practitioners generally, in respect 
to the causation, diagnosis, and treatment of the maladies of the skin; every 
effort made, therefore, towards restoring to general medicine a most important 
and frequent class of diseases, such as is done in the present and the other 
writings of Mr. Wilson, is worthy of all praise. 

The necessity of a thorough acquaintance with the physiology of the skin in 
health, previously to the study of its diseases, is recognized by Mr. AVilson. 
Consequently, he has preceded the chapters devoted to the consideration of the 
twenty-two groups into which he arranges the cutaneous affections, by a sketch 
of the anatomy and physiology of the skin, followed by a chapter on its general 
pathology, and the classification of its several morbid conditions. I). F. C. 


Art. XXIX. — On the Diseases, Injuries, and Malformations of the Rectum 
and Anus; with Remarks on Habitual Constipation. By T. J. Ashton, 
formerly Surgeon to the Blenheim Dispensary, etc. etc. With Illustrations. 
Second American from the Fourth and Revised English Edition. Philadel¬ 
phia : Henry C. Lea, 1865. 8vo. pp. 287. 

It affords us pleasure to announce the publication of a new edition of the 
admirable work of Mr. Ashton, which has been thoroughly revised, and further 
observations and cases added. It is the most complete treatise on the subject 
accessible to American physicians ; and it may be relied on as a safe guide by 
the practitioner in the treatment of a class of cases of frequent occurrence, 
and which, when not well managed, are productive of great distress to the 
patient. 


Art. XXX. — Lectures on the Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By Charles 

West, M. D., F. R. O. P., Physician to the Hospital for Sick Children. 

Fourth American from the Fifth Revised and Enlarged English Edition. 

Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1866. 8vo. pp. 655. 

When it is stated that this work has passed through five editions in Eng¬ 
land, four in this country, and a like number in Germany, and that it lias been 
translated into German, Danish, Dutch, Russian, and French, all commendation 
of it at this time would be supererogatory. It has now become an established 
classic in medical literature. 

The piesent edition embodies, the author tells us, the results of 1200 recorded 
cases, and of nearly 400 post-mortem examinations, collected from between 
30,000 and 40,000 children, who, during the past twenty-six years, have been 
under his care in public and private practice. 



